
FEBRUARY 5-23, 2025

LADY DAY AT  
EMERSON’S BAR 

AND GRILL
BY  
LANIE ROBERTSON

DIRECTED BY  
CANDICE HANDY

ASSISTANT SPONSOR

http://www.mrt.org


Enterprise Wealth Management helps you plan, grow, and protect 
your whole financial health, now and in the future.

877-325-3778  |  EnterpriseBanking.com/wealth-management

Wealth Management is

far more than investing

Investment products are not a Deposit, not FDIC Insured, not guaranteed by Enterprise Bank,  
not Insured by any government agency and may lose value.

Our comprehensive Wealth Management Services include:
 - Investment Management
 - Financial, Retirement, and Estate Planning
 - Trust and Fiduciary Services

UMASS LOWELL is proud to support 
the Merrimack Repertory Theatre. 
Congratulations on your 46th season!

uml.edu

http://enterprisebanking.com/wealth-management
http://uml.edu
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Dear MRT Community,

Welcome to our production of Lady Day at Emerson’s 
Bar and Grill. This production highlights one of the 
most venerable jazz artists of all time, Billie Holiday.  
Her distinctive voice and powerful delivery have 
influenced generations. We know her sound to 
carry depth, languor, sadness, and searing protest. 
Her story amplifies one of the subtlest promises of 
American culture: the freedom to make art.
 

Billie made her recording debut in 1932 at the age of eighteen with the Benny 
Goodman Orchestra. Even with accolades like this, the piece also dives under 
any shiny veneer. Billie’s life was filled with hardship; the child of teenage 
parents, public struggles with addiction, and abusive relationships. We return 
to the play because it presents beguiling challenges to theatre artists today. 
Many of her songs speak to her towering, if not always manageable pain.
 
I am honored to welcome Jenece Upton to the MRT stage to play the titular 
role. In casting, we needed an artist who brought forth the song-making zeal 
of Billie, her monumental personality, and soulful sound. Jenece brings those 

qualities in abundance. The virtuoso David Coleman on piano makes for a 
dynamic pairing. We are grateful to welcome David to the MRT stage and 
delighted to offer an opportunity for him to “complete” the run of Lady Day 
which he was slated to perform at another theatre in March of 2020 before 
Covid closures. Finally, the directing leadership of Candice Handy ensures you 
are in for a nuanced, character-cogent, visceral evening of theatre. You may 
remember Candice from MRT’s production of Gaslight last year and we are 
honored to have her return in this capacity. She has brought extraordinary grit, 
tenacity, and clarity to this process. Special nod to the rest of the design team 
who have crafted this world with care and mindfulness.
 
As always, this work is done in full collaboration with MRT staff, board, and 
volunteers. I thank them for their tireless pursuit of bringing artistic excellence 
to our audiences. Enjoy the show.

COURTNEY SALE
NANCY L. DONAHUE EXECUTIVE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

In Community,
Courtney

WELCOME!
THIS IS A DIVERSE, INCLUSIVE, ACCEPTING, 

AND SAFE SPACE.

STAY IN TOUCH
JOIN US AT ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SOCIAL MEDIA

@MERRIMACKREPERTORYTHEATRE

MERRIMACKREPERTORYTHEATRE

MERRIMACKREPERTORYTHEATRE

https://www.facebook.com/MerrimackRepertoryTheatre
https://www.instagram.com/merrimackrepertorytheatre/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MerrimackRep79
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Cast of CSC. Production of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein. Photo by Mikki Schaffner. 

fuse bistro

Eat LocalEat LocalEat Local

walking distance to MRT
Open 7 days a week
chef owned est. 2011
www.fusebistro.com

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES LIVE  
THEATRE POSSIBLE. 

DONATE 
TODAY!

MRT.ORG/SUPPORT/DONATE

978.452.4541  info@owlstamp.com|
31 1st Street  Lowell, MA 01850|

https://cavaleirossteakhouse.com/
http://antons.com
http://fusebistro.com
http://mrt.org/support/donate
https://rizzoslowell.com/
http://owlstamp.com
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THANK YOU FOR JOINING US IN 2023-24 SEASON!
PHOTOS BY MEGPIX/MEGHAN MOORE: (1) Alaudin Ullah in Dishwasher Dreams. | (2) Celena Lopes in Red Riding Hood.  | (3) (L-R) David M. Lutken, 
EJ Zimmerman, and Rob Morrison in The Porch on Windy Hill.  | (4) The Youth Cast in A Christmas Carol. | (5) (L-R) Kristin Yancy and Tom Coiner in 
Gaslight. | (6) Dael Orlandersmith in Spiritus/Virgil's Dance. PHOTO BY SETH FREEMAN. |  (7) (L-R) Tom Coiner, Chris Thorn, Karen McDonald, Alexis 
Bronkovic, Kristin Yancy, and The Youth Cast in A Christmas Carol.

http://lowellauditorium.com
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*Appearing through an Agreement between this theatre, Merrimack Repertory Theatre, and Actors' Equity Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States

^Member of United Scenic Artists
+Member of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers

CAST

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors 
and Stage Managers in the United States. 

+Member of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers, a 
national theatrical labor union. 

^The Scenic, Costume, Lighting, and Sound Designers in this production 
are represented by United Scenic Artists (USA) Local USA-829, IATSE. 

Merrimack Repertory Theatre is a constituent of Theatre Communications 
Group (TCG), the national organization for the American theatre.

Merrimack Repertory Theatre operates under agreements between the 
League of Resident Theatres (LORT), a consortium of regional theatres 
throughout the nation, and AEA (Actors' Equity Association), SDC (Stage 
Directors and Choreographers Society), and USA (United Scenic Artists).

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF 
ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR 
VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION 
AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR 
STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING 
THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A 
VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS 
AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES 
COPYRIGHT LAW

COURTNEY SALE 
NANCY L. DONAHUE 

 EXECUTIVE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

MERRIMACK REPERTORY THEATRE

PRESENTS

LADY DAY AT EMERSON'S  
BAR AND GRILL

FEBRUARY 5-23, 2025

DIRECTED BY

CANDICE HANDY

STAGE MANAGER

ELIZABETH YVETTE RAMIREZ*

FEATURING

DAVID FREEMAN COLEMAN
MICHAEL MATLOCK

JENECE UPTON

David Freeman Coleman  .......................................................................................... Jimmy
Michael Matlock  ..................................................................................................... Jimmy
Jenece Upton ................................................................................................ Billie Holiday

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION CREDITS 
 Carolyn Abraham  ................................................................................  Production Assistant

Andrea McAdam  ..................................................................  Substitute Production Assistant
Samantha Perry  .........................................................................................  Audio Engineer
Sean Doyle  ................................................................................................  Audio Engineer
Gavan Pamer  ...............................................................................................  Transcriptions
Hannah Rioux  ........................................................................................  Costume Assistant
Emily Allinson  .........................................................................  Props Artisan/Scenic Charge
Lee Viliesis  ............................................................................................................  Draper

COSTUME DESIGNER

YAO CHEN^
SCENIC DESIGNER

TONY HARDIN
LIGHTING DESIGNER

BRIAN LILLIENTHAL̂
SOUND DESIGNER

DAVID REMEDIOS^
MUSIC DIRECTOR

DAVID FREEMAN COLEMAN

ASSISTANT SPONSOR

BY

LANIE ROBERTSON
MUSIC ARRANGEMENT BY

DANNY HOLGATE

CASTING BY KATJA ZAROLINSKI, CSA.

LADY DAY AT EMERSON'S BAR AND GRILL is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals. 
www.concordtheatricals.com

LADY DAY AT EMERSON'S BAR & GRILL WAS FIRST PRODUCED IN NEW YORK BY THE VINEYARD THEATRE
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WHO'S WHO WHO'S WHO
DAVID FREEMAN 
COLEMAN (Performer; 
Jimmy/Music Director) 
he/him/his. David 
is excited to make 
his debut Merrimack 

Repertory Theater performance in 
Lady Day.  Associate Professor at 
Berklee College of Music, Lecturer 
of Music at Tufts University.  Recent 
Music Direction:  South Pacific, The 
Little Mermaid (Reagle Music Theatre), 
A Year With Frog And Toad, The Addams 
Family, and Matilda (Wheelock Family 
Theater),  Jesus Christ Superstar (Boston 
Conservatory at Berklee), The Boy 
Who Kissed The Sky (Company One), 
Sister Act (Lyric Stage), Jelly’s Last Jam 
(Long Wharf Theatre), Ain’t Misbehavin’ 
(Central Square Theater & Greater 
Boston Stage), A Strange Loop, Once 
On This Island, Choir Boy (SpeakEasy 
Stage), The Bluest Eye (Huntington 
Theater), WILD: A Musical Becoming 
(A.R.T.), Passing Strange, Sister School 
(Moonbox Productions).  4 Eliot Norton 
Award Nominations for Outstanding 
Music Direction and 1 win for 2023.  
Has worked with Idina Menzel, Audra 
McDonald, Mariah Carey, Bobby 
McFerrin, Ryan Gosling and the Boston 
Pops.  Learn more at www.davidfcole-
man.com. 

MICHAEL MATLOCK 
(Performer; Jimmy) 
is a music director, 
performer, composer, 
and arranger in the 

greater Seattle area. Selected writing 
credits: song cycle The World is Too Big; 
upcoming new musical The Tender Fires; 
video games Love Always Runs Away 
and Rest in Fish; and orchestrations for 
the Seattle Men’s Chorus and Seattle 
Women’s Chorus. Selected MD/per-
formance credits: Legally Blonde, Hello 
Dolly!, Little Shop of Horrors, She Loves 
Me (Village Theatre); Something’s Afoot, 
Holiday Inn (5th Avenue), Bruce (Seattle 
Rep), Ride the Cyclone (ACT), Spitfire Grill 
(Taproot), The Prom (Tacoma Musical 
Playhouse). All my love to Sonja, M and 
D, and as always, thanks to Suzie and 
RJ. keyofw.bandcamp.com 

J E N E C E U P T ON 
(Performer; Billie 
Holiday) Jenece is 
thrilled to be mak-
ing her Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre 

debut! As a Chicago-based actress and 
singer, she’s enjoyed telling compelling 
and meaningful stories both onstage 
and onscreen. Recent Chicago and 
regional theater credits include Notes 
From The Field (TimeLine Theatre); 
Passing Strange (Theo Ubique); Botticelli 
In The Fire (First Floor Theater); Shrek: 
The Musical (Music Theater Works); Last 
Stop On Market Street (Young People's 
Theatre of Chicago); and Lady Day At 
Emerson’s Bar & Grill (Temple Theatre). 
Jenece has also appeared on Chicago Fire 
(NBC). She would like to thank God for 
another opportunity to take the stage 
and honor Billie Holiday's legacy, and 

she extends a heart full of gratitude 
to her incredible family and the tal-
ented team behind this production. 
Jenece is represented by Gray Talent 
Group and can be found on Instagram  
@jenecejanice.

CANDICE HANDY (Director) she/ her/
hers. Candice is the Associate Artistic 
Director at Cincinnati Shakespeare 
Company. She is a regional theatre ac-
tor, director, and educator. Ms. Handy 
is thrilled to be making her directorial 
debut at MRT! Some of her favorite 
projects include, The Amen Corner 
(CSC), The Play That Goes Wrong (CSC), 
Hamlet (CSC), Trouble in Mind (CSC), 
Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (CSC), The 
Cake (The Human Race Theatre), 
The Twunny Fo’ (The Know Theatre 
Cincinnati), and The Pirates of Penzance 
(Theatre Monmouth). Ms. Handy will 
direct William Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest, opening April 11 at Cincinnati 
Shakespeare Company. Candice thanks 
God, her family, and friends for their 
unwavering support throughout the 
course of her career.

TONY HARDIN (Scenic Designer) 
Tony is excited to make his Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre debut as the Scenic 
Designer for Lady Day at Emerson’s 
Bar & Grill. In his full-time position as 
the Executive Producer for Porthouse 
Theatre and Director of the School 
of Theatre & Dance at Kent State 
University, Tony relishes being able to 
flex his creativity with fellow artists. 

Passionate about theatre design edu-
cation since his very first undergrad-
uate theatre class, Tony holds a B.F.A. 
in Design and Technology from the 
University of Kentucky and an M.F.A. 
in Scenic Design from the University of 
Virginia. Over the past 25 years, Hardin 
has taught courses in scenic design, 
lighting design, scenic painting, intro-
duction to theatre and stage manage-
ment at the University of Kentucky and 
Longwood University. As a freelance 
scenic and lighting designer, Hardin’s 
work has appeared nationally and in-
ternationally at Cincinnati Shakespeare 
Company, Porthouse Theatre, Heritage 
Repertory Theatre, Mount Washington 
Valley Theatre, Greenbrier Valley 
Theatre, The Lexington Children’s 
Theatre and Operafest Internacionale 
in Italy. Some of his favorite designs 
include Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, 
Cabaret, Treasure Island, The Prom and 
The Neverending Story. He recently 
ended his second three-year term on 
the Board of Directors for the United 
States Institute for Theatre Technology.  

YAO CHEN (Costume Designer) 
Merrimack Repertory Theatre: 
Until the Flood, Holly Fudge, Macbeth, 
Letters from Home. Regional: Seattle 
Children’s Theatre (Little Prince) , 
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey 
(Merry Wives of Windsor, Titus 
Andronicus, Mid Winter Nights Dream), 
Berkshire Theatre Group (The Music 
Man) Trinity Repertory Company (Radio 
Golf ), Indiana Repertory Theatre (Paper 
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WHO'S WHO WHO'S WHO
Dream of Harry Chin, Diary of Ann Frank, 
The House that Jack Built, The Folks at 
Home, The Glass Menageries), Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre (Until the Flood, Holly 
Fudge, Macbeth, Letters from Home), 
Contemporary American Theatre 
Festival (Babel, Ushuaia Blue), Orlando 
Repertory Theatre (Skippy Jone, Diary of 
Worms, Nancy Drew and Her Biggest Case 
ever, Pete the Cat), Orlando Shakespeare 
Theatre (Antony and Cleopatra, Dr, 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde), TheatreSquared 
(Miss you like Hell), Children’s Theatre 
of Charlotte (Elephant and Piggie: We 
are in a play), First stage (Emily Song 
and Queen of the Night), Utah Opera and 
Musical Festival (Cats), Lyric Company 
of Boston,  Boston Playwright Theatre, 
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park. 
International: Seven Ages, Ltd, Beijing 
China (Mozart l'opera rock) Espresso 
Theatre (Amadeus) in San Jose, Costa 
Rica. Education: UT Austin. Personal 
Comment: USA829, https://www.yao-
chen.com

BRIAN LILLIENTHAL (Lighting 
Designer) Merrimack Repertory 
Theatre: 38 Productions including: 
I and You, the realness: a break beat 
play, Silent Sky, 45 Plays....., A Christmas 
Carol (‘22, ‘23) Regional: Over 300 
productions including: 60 productions 
at Actors Theatre of Louisville (includ-
ing over 25 world premieres), Alley 
Theatre, Arden Theatre Company, 
Arizona Theatre Company, Capital 
Rep, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, 
Cleveland Playhouse, GEVA Theatre 
Center, Gloucester Stage, Hartford Stage, 

The Huntington Theatre, The Kennedy 
Center, Milwaukee Rep, Pasadena 
Playhouse, Playmakers Repertory 
Theatre, South Coast Repertory, over 
30 productions at Trinity Repertory 
Company, among others. Education: 
MFA: California Institute of the Arts. 
He has won the Los Angeles Ovation 
Award for lighting design, as well 
as the 2016 Artistic Achievement 
Award from Merrimack Rep, and has 
been nominated multiple times for 
Boston’s IRNE and Norton Awards. 
MFA: California Institute of the Arts. 
Mr. Lilienthal teaches lighting design 
at Tufts University. He is an in demand 
drummer in the Metro Boston area 
working with country, indie-folk, jump 
blues, rockabilly, and americana bands 
both live and recording situations. 

DAVID REMEDIOS (Sound Designer)
MRT: The 39 Steps; The Rise and Fall of 
Holly Fudge; A Woman of the World; The 
Wickhams and Miss Bennet: Christmas at 
Pemberley; The Haunted Life; Slow Food; 
Murder for Two; The Villains' Supper 
Club; Knyum; The Royale; Women in 
Jeopardy!; The Making of a Great Moment; 
Abigail/1702; Home of the Brave; I and 
You; Out of the City; Oceanside; The Best 
Brothers; Year Zero; Two Jews Walk 
into a War; The Blonde, the Brunette, 
and the Vengeful Redhead. Recent: The 
Winter’s Tale and Macbeth (Norton 
Award, Commonwealth Shakespeare); 
Tornado Tastes Like Aluminum Sting 
(Contemporary American Theater 
Festival); The Hours Are Feminine 

(INTAR); Thirst (Lyric Stage); Machine 
Learning (Central Square Theater); A 
Christmas Carol (Northern Stage); We 
Had a Girl Before You (Norton Award, 
Greater Boston Stage). Regional: 
Arizona Theatre Company; Everyman 
Theatre; Huntington Theatre; Portland 
Stage; City Theatre Company; Alley 
Theatre; Trinity Rep; Geva Theatre 
Center; The Studio Theatre; 59E59; 
American Repertory Theatre; Theatre 
for a New Audience; La Jolla Playhouse; 
Berkeley Rep; CENTER STAGE 
Baltimore; Cincinnati Playhouse. 
International: Prominent arts festi-
vals in Bogotá, Paris, Hong Kong and 
Edinburgh. Awards: Elliot Norton, IRNE, 
Connecticut Critics Circle. remedios-
sound.com.

ELIZABETH YVETTE RAMIREZ (Stage 
Manager) she/they/hers. Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre: The Search for 
Signs..., Macbeth. Regional: Titanic, 
Tootsie, Frozen (North Shore Music 
Theater), Evita, Twilight Los Angeles 
1995,  Macbeth in Stride (American 
Repertory Theatre), Syzygy, Optional 
Boss Battle (Two River Theater), 
Luchadora (Seattle Children’s Theatre), 
South Pacific, The Music Man, Anything 
Goes (Reagle Music Theatre), A Strange 
Loop, Fairview (Sub), Songs for a New 
World (Speakeasy Stage), Diaspora, 
Raisin in the Sun, Keyping, Lonely 
Planet, Statements after an Arrest (New 
Repertory Theatre). Opera and Ballet: 
Don Quichotte (Boston Early Music 
Festival), Urban Nutcracker (2022-2024, 
City Ballet of Boston).

COURTNEY SALE (Nancy L. Donahue 
Executive Artistic Director) she/her/
hers. Courtney proudly serves as the 
MRT's Executive Artistic Director. 
She joined the company in March of 
2020 and is honored to work for a re-
markable organization with incredible 
people.  At MRT she has directed The 
Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in 
the Universe, Gaslight, The 39 Steps, A 
Woman Of The World, and A Christmas 
Carol. Playwrights commissioned un-
der her tenure include Trista Baldwin, 
Vichet Chum, Kevin Kling, Melinda 
Lopez, Dael Orlandersmith, James Still, 
Kalean Ung, and launched the Sokhary 
Chau Playwriting Fellowship. Under 
her leadership, MRT has increased 
service to students, strengthened its 
partnership in community, and en-
sured artistic excellence. She serves 
on Lowell's Canal Cultural District 
Management Committee. Courtney's 
directing has been seen across the 
country: Tiny Beautiful Things (Seattle 
Rep), The Overview Effect, Support 
Group For Men, The Cake, Wild Horses, 
Not Medea (Contemporary American 
Theater Festival), The Mountaintop, The 
Mousetrap, April 4 1968, (Indiana Rep, 
also Associate Artistic Director 2013-
2016), Gaslight (Cincinnati Shakes), On 
Clover Road (Phoenix Theatre), Twelfth 
Night (IndyShakes). She previously 
served as the Artistic Director at Seattle 
Children’s Theatre (SCT), the nation’s 
leading generator of new work for 
family audiences. She has developed 
new work with the Denver Center, 
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New Harmony Project, Dorset Theatre 
Festival, Emerson Stage, TheatreWorks 
Silicon Valley, and the Orchard Project. 
Other distinctions include Cornish 
College Distinguished Alumni Award, 
IBJ’s 40 under 40 designation, and 
the 2017 keynote at the International 
Council of Fine Arts Deans. Courtney 
is a member of the National Theatre 
Conference. BFA, Cornish College of 
the Arts. MFA, The University of Texas 
at Austin.  

MERRIMACK REPERTORY THEATRE  
(www.mrt.org) Merrimack Repertory 
Theatre (MRT) builds community 
through theatre. Our shows celebrate 
new stories, new interpretations of 
classics, new voices on stage, new audi-
ences, and new collaborations that help 
people feel, think, and connect.
 
As one of the leading performing arts 
organizations in the Merrimack Valley, 
we aim to enhance the quality of life 
in our region by creating space for 
joy, thought, conversation, and shared 
experiences.  We are a hub for compas-
sionate community, dynamic cultural 
expression, learning experiences, and 
economic vitality. 
 
We lead with artistic excellence. We 
foster a culture of belonging and in-
clusion. We embrace lifelong learning 
and education. We practice sustainable 
stewardship of resources.
 
As a non-profit, we aim to provide a 

welcoming and inclusive space for all. 
We partner with businesses and other 
non-profits to fully engage the commu-
nity; and contribute to the economic 
and cultural vitality of Lowell.
 
Recent acclaimed productions include 
Spiritus/Virgil’s Dance, The Porch on 
Windy Hill, Letters from Home, The 39 
Steps, Best Summer Ever, Erma Bombeck: 
At Wit's End, Miss Bennet: Christmas at 
Pemberley, the bestselling production 
in MRT’s history, and The Wickhams: 
Christmas at Pemberley, both by 
Lauren Gunderson and Margot Melcon; 
Cambodian Rock Band by Lauren Yee 
and KNYUM by Vichet Chum, works 
in celebration of Lowell’s Cambodian 
community; The Haunted Life, a world 
premiere adaptation of Jack Kerouac’s 
unfinished novel; the world premiere of 
The Rise and Fall of Holly Fudge by Trista 
Baldwin; and plays about the Black ex-
perience, including Until the Flood by 
Dael Orlandersmith, Nina Simone: Four 
Women by Christina Ham, and Back 
Together Again: The Music of Roberta 
Flack and Donny Hathaway.

JOHN DYSON
HOUSE MANAGER 

978.328.5754 | john.dyson@mrt.org

JOIN THE
USHER TEAM

LowellFive.com | 978.452.1300

With you, 
that’s us.

We are proud to be a sponsor of the MRT’s production of 

“Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill”

http://lowellfive.com
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Local food, craft beer, and spirits.

110 Gorham St
Lowell, MA 01852

 978-310-1933
 thekeeplowell.com

Local food, craft beer, and spirits.

110 Gorham St
Lowell, MA 01852

 978-310-1933
 thekeeplowell.com

Download now

Get your news on the WBUR App.

LEND US YOUR EARS.
WE’LL GIVE 

YOU THE WORLD.

http://thekeeplowell.com
http://JDCU.com
http://purplecarrotbreadco.com
http://falcettipianos.com
http://wbur.org
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https://sahelrestaurantlounge.com/
https://www.mrt.org/show/comedyofhamlet
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2024/2025  
PROGRAMMING SUPPORTERS

BARR FOUNDATION
BARR-KLARMAN MASSACHUSETTS ARTS INIATIVE

FRED C. CHURCH INSURANCE
CITY OF LOWELL

CORNING INCORPORATED COMMUNITY IMPACT & INVESTMENT
DCU FOR KIDS

DEMOULAS FOUNDATION 
RICHARD K. & NANCY L. DONAHUE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

EASTERN BANK FOUNDATION
ENTERPRISE BANK

AUBERT J. FAY CHARITABLE FUND
GREATER LOWELL COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

GREATER LOWELL HEALTH ALLIANCE
GREATER MERRIMACK VALLEY CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

JEANNE D’ARC CREDIT UNION
LOWELL CULTURAL COUNCIL

LOWELL FIVE BANK
THE MAP FUND

MASS CULTURAL COUNCIL
MASS HUMANITIES

MASSACHUSETTS CULTURAL FACILITIES FUND
MASSACHUSETTS OFFICE OF TRAVEL & TOURISM

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 
THE RAMSEY MCCLUSKEY FAMILY FOUNDATION
ADELARD A. AND VALEDA LEA ROY FOUNDATION

THEODORE EDSON PARKER FOUNDATION
AMELIA PEABODY CHARITABLE FUND

SAAB FAMILY FOUNDATION
THE SHUBERT FOUNDATION

ALBERT P. SLOAN FOUNDATION
NATHANIEL & ELIZABETH P. STEVENS FOUNDATION

TRUSTEES OF THE AYER HOME 
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS LOWELL

YAWKEY FOUNDATION

(L-R) Tom Coiner, Alexis Bronkovic, Chris Thorn, Karen MacDonald, and 
the Youth Cast. Production of A Christmas Carol (2024).  
Photo by Meg Moore/megpix.com. 

https://kotolowell0209.s4shops.com/
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ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE:  AUTO/HOME/UMBRELLA/RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 
 

BUSINESS INSURANCE: GENERAL LIABILITY/PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY/ 
WORKERS COMPENSATION/COMMERCIAL AUTO/COMMERCIAL UMBRELLA/HEALTH/ 

LIFE/ACCIDENT/DISABILITY 
 

FULL SERVICE AGENCY 
WE ISSUE PLATES ON PREMISES

Enjoy this Year’s 
MRT shows

Join us for coffee, tea, cocktails & more
Open every day until 9pm

61 Market St Downtown Lowell

@MERRIMACKREPERTORYTHEATRE

ME
ET

 TH
E A

CT
OR

S • BEHIND THE SCENES • COSTUME SKETCHES • DISC OUNTS • STAY IN TOUCH! •EXCLUSIVE CONTENT • PRODUCTION PHOTOS •SHOW TRAILERS •  
AN

D M
OR

E! 
•

MON-SAT

 Sat. Nights only!

LITTLE DELIGHTS BAKERY
YOUR DESTINATION FOR DELICIOUSNESS

138 MERRIMACK ST. LOWELL, MA

littledelightsbakery.com

978-455-0040

CUPCAKES COFFEE

BREAKFAST GELATO

https://brewdawakening.com/
https://www.instagram.com/merrimackrepertorytheatre/
http://atheniancorner.com
http://littledelightsbakery.com
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Maria Aybar
Adam Baacke  
Judith Benson 
Steven Chao

Michael G. Conway
Jeff Guimond

Karen Hartman
Terry T. Howard 

Bopha Malone
Georgia McColough

Alyce Moore 
Jack Moynihan

Ryan D. Rourke
Evan Schapiro
Philip Sisson
Renée Soucy

Jeffrey Wilson 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Nancy L. Donahue, Chair

Kate Reid, President
Susu Wong, Vice President
George Villaras, Treasurer 

Timothy Greenwood, Secretary 
Joanne Yestramski, Past President

ANNUAL FUND DONORS
PRODUCERS CIRCLE, PLATINUM  
$25,000 and above
Barr Foundation
City of Lowell  
Richard K. & Nancy L. Donahue  
   Charitable Foundation  
Enterprise Bank  
The Aubert J. Fay Charitable Fund 
Klarman Family Foundation 
The MAP Fund  
Mass Cultural Council  
Amelia Peabody Charitable Fund 
Mark & Kate Reid 
The Shubert Foundation, Inc.  
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  
TDC  
University of Massachusetts Lowell    
Yawkey Foundation   

PRODUCERS CIRCLE, GOLD  
$10,000 - 24,999
Judy Benson & Geoff Webster  
George Duncan - In Memory of Carol S. Duncan  
Daniel & Mary Frantz  
John & Denise Glaser  
Jo Goldman  
Greater Lowell Community Foundation  
Greater Merrimack Valley Convention &  
   Visitors Bureau  
Dr. Terry & Phyllis Howard  
Belinda Juran & Evan Schapiro  
Mass Humanities  
Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism
Susan Mitchell & Jim Waldo    
National Endowment for the Arts    
The Saab Family Foundation  
Charles & Joanne Yestramski  

PRODUCERS CIRCLE, SILVER  
$5,000 – 9,999 
Anonymous  
Trustees of the Ayer Home  
The Battles Foundation  
Steven & Cindy Chao  
Harrill Family Foundation  
Karen & Joseph Hartman  
John A. Hunnewell Trust  
Lowell Cultural Council  
Lowell Five Bank  
Alyce & John Moore  
Donald & Andrea Morgan  
The Ramsey McCluskey Family Foundation  
Drs. Rohini & Ravinder Sakhuja  
Mr. & Mrs. Will Soucy  
The Nathaniel & Elizabeth P. Stevens  
   Foundation    

PRODUCERS CIRCLE, BRONZE  
$2,500 – 4,999 
Corning Incorporated Community Impact &  
   Investment  
Jean Donahue, Karen L. Donahue, &  
   Dottie Sullivan - In Honor of  
   Nancy's Birthday
Fred & Connie Glore, along with  
   Glore Fund Donations 
Helen G. Hauben Foundation  
Jeanne D'Arc Credit Union  
Claire M. Kovacs  

K. Bradley & M. McCracken  
Anita & Elliot Perkins  
Carolyn Walsh & Jack Moynihan

PRODUCERS CIRCLE $1,000 – 2,499 
Anonymous (3) 
Baacke/Laput/North Family  
Bruce & Sue Bonner  
Chubb Charitable Foundation - Matching  
   Donation 
Clark Insurance, A Marsh &  
   McLennan Agency LLC
Amanda Cobb  
Conway Insurance Agency    
Mark & Debbie Curtiss  
Richard & Linda Day  
DCU For Kids Foundation  
Lawrence DeVito  
Barbara Estrin  
Greater Lowell Health Alliance  
Jeffrey R. Guimond & Orrin P. McGrath  
Gary Gumuchian  
Michael Hirsch & Katherine Lobo  
Richard Ingram  
Stephen & Suzanne Irish  
Les & Judy Kramer  
Brian & Elise Martin  
Donald & Lauren Miller  
Milltown Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning,  
   Drain Cleaning & Electrical  
Dr. Sheila Morehouse & Dr. Vincent Waite  
Frederick L. & Juliet Nagle  
Adelard A. & Valeda Lea Roy Foundation  
Lolli & Richard Sumberg  
Martha & Robert Supnik  
Claremarie Toohey  
George & Darlene Villaras
Ruth Glazer White & Hugh J. Glazer -  
   In Loving Memory of our parents 
   Libbie & Mel
Ronald Willett & William Mitchell    

BACKER $500 – 999 
Anonymous (2) 
Anonymous - In Honor of John Dyson  
Scott & Nancy Bartis  
Edward & Deborah Bimbo  
Dorothy Boisvert & Petr Honcu  
Katharine & Brett Bonner  
John H. Boss  
John Broussard  
Sue & Randy Brown
Kathleen Shine Cain    
David & Cheryl Carpenter  
Clement T. Cole & Margaret E. Marshall  
Elaine Daigle  
Sarah Davis & Dee Miller  
Eastern Bank Foundation  
Fred C. Church Insurance  
Alan & Debby Friedman  
Len & Nancy Gerzon  
Robert L. Gosselin  
Debra Grossman & Kate Tyndall  
Michael & Kathleen Hogan  
Will & Anastasia Lyman  
Nancy M. Meehan - In Memory of  
   Joseph D. Meehan  
Judy & Gerry Miller  
Dan & Goo Newman  

Notre Dame Cristo Rey High School  
Jeff & Isabelle Perkins  
Richard & Peggy Siegel  
Daniel & Tamara Smith  
Edward & Maybeth Sonn  
Brian J. & Cheryl Stafford  
Chris & Tom Stevens  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Sullivan  
Richard Surko  
Nancy J. Teel  
David Tierney, USMC  
Visnick & Caulfield Associates, Inc. -  
   In Memory of Libbie M. Glazer   
Ruth Glazer White - 
   In Memory of My Mother, Libbie M. Glazer,  
   long-time MRT Subscriber & Supporter

COLLABORATOR $250 – 499
Anonymous (3) 
Actors' Equity Foundation  
Leeann Atkinson & Tim Durkee  
Jeannine Ayotte  
Rebecca Backman & Stephen Cotton  
Peter Barros  
Sheila Barter  
James & Barbara Battis  
Maxa S. Berid  
Rahul Bose  
Cliff & Tricia Bourie  
Chris & Bruce Brown  
Susan Brown  
Marina Cardoso  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Caruso  
Robert Christiansen  
Maryrose & Mike Coiner  
Steve Joncas  - In Honor of Nancy L. Donahue  
Favreau Charitable Fund  
Edward & Monique Fisichelli  
Ellen Guthrie & John Mankovich  
Rob Harris  
Carol Ann Hayton  
Herbison Family  
Mary & Robert Johnson-Lally  
Pat Kalik  
The Harman & Kunkel Families  
Robert & Helen Littlefield  
Ralph Loosigian  
Geoff & Katie Lucente  
Robert Luoma & Sally Stokes  
Michael McCallum  
James F. & Bonnie McIsaac  
Eric & Carrie Meikle  
Alan & Helene Michel  
Microsoft Corporation - Matching  
   Donation  
Arthur & Marcia Mittler  
Suzanne Nicholas  
James Pelrine  
Jan Perry & Paul Landrey  
Annelise Pitt  
Stan & Jan Powers  
John & Beverly Roder  
Kathryn Roy & Dennis Shedd  
David & Cyndy Sawyer  
Sara Seekings & Sarah Manning  
Barbara & Jim Smith-Moran  
Carol & Kevin Smith  
Rev. Robert Stetson  
Mr. & Mrs. R. Stokken  

MRT gratefully acknowledges all contributions to the Annual Fund for the 12 months preceding Jan 14, 2025.  Our listing reflects donors of 
$100+.  If you would like to make a correction, please contact Kaitlyn Crockett, Development Coordinator, at kaitlyn.crockett@mrt.org.

Kalean Ung in Letters from Home (2023).  
Photo by Meg Moore/megpix.com.

Alaudin Ullah in Dishwasher Dreams (2024). 
Photo by Meg Moore/megpix.com.
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lala books
WHERE READERS GATHER

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

189 MARKET ST, LOWELL

978-221-5966

lalabookstore.com

83 Parkhurst Rd, Unit 14 
Chelmsford, MA  01824 

978-937-5023 
lowellblueprint@gmail.com 

• High Speed digital reprographics,             
Black and White or Full Color 

• 840 “D - size” prints per hour! 

• Water & Tear resistant prints 

• Scanning of documents up to 42” 
wide! 

• Construction Plans & Spec Books 
printed 

• Enlargements, Reductions & Rescaling 

• Mylar Prints - color or black & white 

• Shipping and delivery anywhere! 

www.lowellblueprint.com
A division of Don Anderson, Inc.~ custom home design

Same Day Prints with Expert Service

WWW.WESTERNAVENUESTUDIOS.COM

@westernavearts     /     @loadingdockgallery
Photo credit: Daniel Mathieu

122 WESTERN AVENUE OF  F SCHOOL STREET

Supporting Lowell's live theatre
and local talent in the arts and

the art of the handmade.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR EVENTS YEAR ROUND

WANT TO VOLUNTEER  
AND HELP MRT CREATE  

THEATRICAL MAGIC?

Join MRT Friends, a group of volunteers 
assisting MRT year-round on fundraising 
events such as the Holiday Raffle and the 

annual Gala. 

TO SIGN UP
Contact Development Coordinator,  

Kaitlyn Crockett, at kaitlyn.crockett@mrt.org

MRT FRIENDS 
GROUP

http://boulaylaw.com
http://lalabookstore.com
http://lowellblueprint.com
http://mosaiclowell.org
http://westernavenuestudios.com
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For more information, please contact:

Kristin McCauley, Director of Development & Engagement, at kristin.mccauley@mrt.org.

THE LIVING LEGACY SOCIETY
Merrimack Repertory Theatre’s Living Legacy 
Society was established to provide a lasting legacy  
for donors who believe in the mission of MRT.

LIVING LEGACY SOCIETY ENDOWED FUNDS

The Living Legacy Society helps you combine financial goals with charitable giving. 
When you support MRT with a planned gift to the Living Legacy Society, you can:

Living Legacy Society gifts may be made through a bequest, a gift of appreciated securities or 
assets, beneficiary designation of retirement plans or life insurance, a charitable remainder trust, 
or a gift of property.

Your support will ensure that MRT continues its vital role in arts, education, and community 
building for years to come.

If you have already made MRT part of your estate plans, we invite you to join the Living Legacy 
Society. Thank you.

• Secure steady payments throughout 
    your lifetime and increase available 
    income

• Ensure support of a loved one after 
   your lifetime

• Reduce income, estate, and capital 
    gains taxes

• Build lasting support for the greater  
   Merrimack Valley’s only professional 
    theatre
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Anonymous
Anonymous*
Richard K.* and Nancy L. 
   Donahue 
Mr. and Mrs. Winslow H. Duke 
The Estate of Mr. Donald Fulton 
Debra Grossman and Kate Tyndall

Mary E. Harrington*
Frank and Belva Hopkins
Jack and Thérèse O’Connor
R. Edward Roach
Linda Sutter and Steve Centore
Bernice and Joseph Weider*

Partners in Education Fund

Linda Trudel Endowed 
    Scholarship Fund

Fund for Merrimack 
    Repertory Theatre

*deceased

ANNUAL FUND DONORS
Jeffrey Stone  
Brooke & Kathryn Wagner

ASSOCIATE $100 – 249
Anonymous (5) 
Anonymous - In Memory of Judy Lugus  
Anonymous - In Memory of Ruth Sullivan  
Katherine Ahern 
Clementine Alexis   
Sue Andrews  
Michael Ansara  
Michael B. Arthur  
Peter & Rosemary Aucella  
Christopher Baker  
Jackie Baker & Ken Jeffries  
Anthony & Lorraine Barbarino  
Katy Barry, Realtor®  
Mary Bassett & Arthur Giacomarra  
Chuck Benson  
David A. & Jean Anne M. Betses -  
   In Memory of Libbie Glazer  
Elizabeth H. Black  
Daniel Blazej  
Lee Walkley Bory  
Fred & Cheryl Boss  
Bopha Boutselis  
Veronica Boutureira  
Loring Bradlee & Janet Stone  
Gail Brodeur  
Jonathan & Ellen Brody  
Bill & Pam Brown
Margaret & William Brown    
Peter Bubriski  
Dana Buske & Michael Schneider  
Kathy & John Cadigan  
Jane Calvin  
David & Theresa Campbell  
Serena Caperonis  
John & Linda Carson  
Joseph & Joanne Caruso  
Professor Claire Chamberlain  
Ron & Lynn Chaput  
Nicole Clarke  
Bill & Kathy Conole  
Michael Conway  
Barbara Costello  
Bob & Mary Cotter  
Sally Coulter & Jim Pope  
Suellen & Stuart Davidson  
Michele Davis  
Jeffrey DeVoyd  
Maureen F. DiPalma  
Linda M. Dispensa  
Linda J. Dixon  
Sheleagh & Joe Donahue  
Joseph Donnelly  
Michael & Jane Duffley  
George & Anna Duggan  
Bruce & Nancy Earnley  
Pat Egan  
Paul & Lisa Eisenberg  
R. Ellis & C. Kamasaki  
Janet & David Emmerich  
Lenore Evans  
John & Joanne Fitzgerald  
Suzanne Frechette  
Colleen Fuller  
Anne C. Gallagher  
Carl & Carol Gallozzi  
Gartner - Matching Donation  
Geary & Geary, LLP  
Chris & Diane Geggis  

Arthur Giacomarra & Mary E. Bassett  
Ed & Melanie Gillick  
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Gold  
Pauline M. Golec  
Bob Gore  
Jane & David Gossard  
Brian Gourlie  
Simon & Caroline Graham  
Judy Grande  
Corinne & Edmund Green  
Daniel Greene  
Ileane Greenstein  
Cathy Lavoie Griffin & Thomas Griffin  
Deborah Hamilton  
Maureen Hancock  
Sharyn Gallagher  
Kurt & Jennifer Herman  
Susan Hill  
Jodie & Hal Holway  
Beau & Yvonne Howard  
Jim & Marie Hoyt  
Donna Hoyt  
Susan Hoyt  
Ernie & Ellen Huber  
Mark & Emily Hunter  
Kellie Hunter & Peter Monahan  
Christian Huntress  
Paul & Gillian Husted  
Elizabeth R. Jarok  
Garland Kemper & Richard Warner  
Monica & Alan Kent  
Joan & Arnold Kerzner  
Bill & Audrey Kilbride  
Curtis & Mary Jane King
Herbert Korn & Roberta H. Hodson  
Karen Kowalski, Realtor  
Ken & Jean Kriedberg  
Paul & Pauline Lambert  
Virginia & Marc Lamere  
Robert Lavoie  
Marsha Lavoie  
Barbara Leary & Tom Sangiolo  
Karen D. LeBlanc  
Ted Lemire  
Barbara & Allen Levesque  
David & Regina Levine  
Joyce & Billy Limberopoulos  
Nancy Linsley  
Meredith Lovell  
Eric & Kathryn Lund-Wilde  
Colette P. Lyons  
Frank Makarewicz  
Leo & Beverly Makohen  
Bob & Kate Malone  
Richard & Mary Ellen Maloney  
Martha Martin  
John & Christina Matthews  
Kathryn May  
Margaret McDevitt  
Richard & Estelle McDuffee  
Sandra McQuillan  
Andy & Marti Michaud  
Rev. Paul Millin & Dr. Betty Millin  
Sandra & Arno Rafael Minkkinen  
Janet Lambert Moore  
William & Ann Morrison  
Joe Nardoni  
Eugenia Nicholas  
William & Patricia Nickles  
Nancy & Robert Norbedo  
Philip Noyce  
Elaine Nugent  

Andrew & Denise O'Connor  
Cathleen & Bradford O'Neill  
Edward M. Olin Jr.  
The Opalka Family  
Dr. Edward Parsons  
Chris & Cheryl Perkins  
Ernie Petrides  
Lynn Pompei  
Judith Potter  
Donna Power  
Dr. Russell Prevost  
Jeanne Provencher  
Cecile M. Provencher  
D.J. Prowell  
Charles & Frances Przyjemski  
Lois & Brown Pulliam  
Bill & Debb Putnam  
Cooper Quiriy  
Bill Ratcliffe  
Dr. Sarah Richards  
Caroline & Mike Rider  
Diane & Michael Ridlon  
Nancy Riese & Vincent Ferrante  
Michelle M. Ritchotte  
Catherine & Wes Robie  
Wyley & Suellen Robinson  
Doug & Margy Roeck  
Mike and Dawn Rosenberg  
Dr. Douglas Rosene  
Esther & Sam Rosenzweig  
Anita Rossiter  
Wanda & Paul Royte  
Janice Ruell  
Stephen Salt  
R. N. Sandberg  
Thomas Sangiolo  
Joellen Scannell  
Lamby Scharff  
Ellenjane Scheiner  
William & Donna Schroeder  
Mary E. Scott  
Brian & Linda Shea  
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Shea  
Peter & Karen Silvia  
Maura & Doug Snow  
Karla Sorenson  
Connie Sprauer & Hans Rutishauser  
Peter Stanwicks  
Marion Stoddart  
Edward & Eileen Sullivan  
Ellen & Jack Sullivan  
Kevin & Gail Sullivan  
Eileen Szypko  
Tom Taylor  
Robert H. Terranova  
Linda & Michael Gallagher  
Mark Tincknell  
Michal Truelsen & Jody Wormhoudt  
Kalean Ung  
Benjamin & Judith Volinski  
Lee E. Vorderer & Bob Bass  
Caryl Walsh  
Washington Savings Bank - 
   In Honor of Libbie Glazer  
Elizabeth Weber & William Porteous  
Wellenstein Family  
Deborah Westwood  
Jim Wilde  
The Wimbergs  
Warren & Luella Woodford  
Barbara Wrightson  
Marc Zimmerman & Jacqueline Gillis

mailto:kristin.mccauley%40mrt.org?subject=
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MRT STAFF

ARTISTIC

PRODUCTION

ADMINISTRATION

Nancy L. Donahue Executive Artistic Director  .......................................................................................Courtney Sale
Commissioned Playwrights  .................................................................. Vichet Chum, Kevin Kling, Melinda Lopez,  

James Still, Kalean Ung
Sokhary Chau Playwriting Fellow ...................................................................................................................  Katie Nhi Đỗ
Resident Dramaturg  ..........................................................................................................................................  Allison Backus

Production Manager  ...................................................................................................................................  Andrew Andrews
Lighting and Sound Supervisor  ..................................................................................................................... Michael Finke
Lighting and Sound Assistant  ...............................................................................................................  Rhiannon Downer
Costume Shop Supervisor  .....................................................................................................................................  Kate Dyson
Company Manager ....................................................................................................................................................... Elena Ring
Production Assistant  .................................................................................................................................. Carolyn Abraham

Director of Finance  .................................................................................................................................................  Edgar Cyrus
Director of Development & Engagement  ......................................................................................  Kristin A. McCauley
Director of Marketing  .................................................................................................................................  Carolyn Andrews
Graphic Designer ......................................................................................................................................................  Emily Boyer
House Manager  ...........................................................................................................................................................  John Dyson
Box Office Manager  .................................................................................................................................................  Chris Torres
Lead Box Office Representative  .......................................................................................................................... Davira Kuy
Part Time Box Office Representative  .....................................................................................................  Calvin Plunkett
Assistant House Manager & Part Time Box Office Representative  ................................................  Gabby Davis
Database Projects Manager  ..................................................................................................................................  E Larocque
Development Coordinator  ..........................................................................................................................  Kaitlyn Crockett
Photographer  ...................................................................................................................................  Meg Moore/megpix.com
Video  ...............................................................................................................................  Kathy Wittman/Ball Square Films
Season Artwork  ................................................................................................................................................  Amanda Gallant

Funding Provided by Greater Lowell Community Foundation, Mass Humanities,  
National Endowment for the Arts, and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
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JFK PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY & MUSEUM
jfklibrary.org

Visionary Leader  |  Inspiring Experience

MRT GALA
JUNE 6, 2025

SAVE THE DATE

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES

ANY VALUE! ANY SHOW!  
GOOD FOREVER!

mrt.org/GiftCertificates

NOW HIRING!
 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR 
PART-TIME EVENT STAFF

 
PAY STARTS AT $15/HOUR

 
CONTACT 

CHRIS@KBK-SPORTS.COM
TO LEARN MORE 

Microbrewery
& 

Taproom
www.merrimackales.com

http://jfklibrary.org
http://mrt.org/giftcertificates
http://chelmsfordanimalhospital.com
https://www.kbksports.com/

